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1 MODJESKA, .
TWhat & Woimar/of Piuelc and Perseveraned

Cay Accomplish,
hald

¥ In thehistory of the American stago
10 forélgn urtist who has evernppeared
on 1t came so qyfetly bud with solittle
preliminary notico—in fact, none what
evpr—as' Mndame’ Helenn Modjeska,
In July, 1870, s¥e tame from P’oland,
hernative land, in company with her
busband and' several Polish families,
determined to seek'a quiet homoon the
Pacific Slope, For this puipose they
purchased a ranch fn a seclnded canyon
{nBouthern Californig, about a hundied
miles from Los Angeles, and there pro-
ceeded to culiivate the sofl and form a
a Polish Colony, Success did not ate
1end this undertaking, and the hight of
the Polish stage determined to tiy
what could badone in her profession
on the American, and commenced ab
ones to study Enghshwith theaid of &
private tutor. In six months she
thought herself proficient enouch for a
first attempt, and just a year from the
time of her first landing in tlis country
she made ber frst application for an |
engagement, To Barton 1ill and the |
late John McCullough she applied, at
the California Theatre, San Dlanetsco,
which they jointly managed. 1Lk was
at first adverse to giving the Poirsh ac-
tress an engagement on account of her
peculfar accent and shght figure, but
genial John, looking decper ihan the |
superficialities of accent and form, saw
the soul of an actress, and a dramatic
soul, in the woman who stood befule
them In the manager'sofficeand seaited
the ¥ Two Pigeons,” and gave them the
dying-scene from “ Adnenne Lecouy-
reur,” and he insisted on giving ke a
trial. At the first rehearsal they both
discovered at once that the applicant
was an experienced actress, not a titled
amateur a8 they had at fast supposul,
for of her fifteen years continer t il ex-
perience, commencing vhen she wasa
girl of seventeen, Modjeska hud told
them scarcely anything, The flist per-
formance (¥Adrienne Lecoaviea ™)
was & triumph, and the actress was Ine
stalled nt once a3 a fasorite on the Pa-
cific Slope. Since that August day in
1877, hier suceesses hete and i Lugtnd
are too famliarto the theatre gung
public to need repeating, Since thun
he has been mef in the nsual way on
her return from European tows, with
flags and friends; public receptions
have been tendered, banquets Lave bewit
given, and fortung lias whited upuu
her; but the matner of her coming was
as quiet and as unostentatious 4s hete
related, and the position she now holds
onthe English-speahing stage, second
1o none, i3 due to her own eflorts and

* falent, for without any heralling she
came, was seen and hemd, and con-
quered.




