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A POLISH

Experiences of an Exile

of 1831.

| pIPLO3IACY OF
t

‘A lemarkable Celony of Russian

Christians Located at
Pexing.

1

! Filty-five yenrs have passed awary since
) the struggle for independence broke out
I in Poland, and of that herofc band who
; Inught s0 nobly * for thelr ultars and tbeir
sixty-two survlvors are
" lefe, some of then palsfed veterans, others
"stll hale and heanty, notwithstending
Jes from

! fires,” in *31, only

thelr thiree-score vears. but all ¢,

lite.

1oy story—""

subsequent career ss an exile,
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roud and compel
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KINDNESS OF THE PRARANTS.

You can imaetine what a luxorious re

kupeck is only a quarter of a cont.

support and oUr only
troubles was the kinds
of pensants {n the vill

in the fichds and elsewhere. and

clothlng of alf kinds, woul
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there is a suilitary Nospital, and {f an
the ¢

over at the hospital.

clement senzon.
winter.

pered, *Yon stay over. Butl s
s‘uple way, * Why, doctor, there
the matter with “me.” *N

the reat.”
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seriptions, describin
Jes of the patfents, abo

*Febris Intery

tor's direction
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After reaching iny destination
ald the exile, *my troubl
wer., Irkuisk 1€ o large te

support.

to treat us with rigor and harshne:

occasionaliy met with unusial kindness
and tevity. 1 hal the stusalar cood for-

tune to muke many fricmds anon
hizh oflicinls of Irkutsk,

of his two littde duttzhiters,

wy eveuings,
13
“Well, one ¢

O-GREERCHINESL,
nivg | ws

rived the
Ruests

for his services in coun
provinee eust of the Amur, or A

wha was then proceeding to

rel

0 urkcf
Houschold.

to Khiva and
you why he stcccedwd.

is compased of thelr descendants.

course of Ume thelr nnbers have grown
perbiaps W
clustered

to ~ several thouvands,
in all, ana they are ult
fogether in  onc  quarte in

T
of tbe suburbe outslde Pekin., Oh yes,
same of them can converse in Kussian,
but generally speaking they have nothing
iz commcu ‘with the Huselans hut their
ereed. Well, Feter the Great ertablisbed
an orthodox wmiesion fn P'ekin rolely for
the Kurpose of looking after the interests
of this colony, the members of wmch{ by

na,

epecial treats with the Emperor of Ch

Lave ever aince P'eter’s time been taken
under the protection of the Czar. A Itus-
slan priest 1 sent down from time 1o time
from St Fetersburg 0 attend to thelr
aud administer the
srtbodox church there, for they have fu
tegular  Russo-Greck
shurch, or * £rawo Slavny* as the Rus-
dans term it Now, at Irkotsk thereisa
ipecial dlglonullc departinent for admin-

religlous interests

hefr  quarter a

stering t
)1d o

PATRIOT.

IGNATIEFF.

} their aative land, seuttered in ov Y quace
ter of the inhabitable glube. There s at
present in this city one of these brave f
veteraus, who, though a septuagenarian, is
still healthy aud strong and perhaps more
vigorous und activo than many of more
youthful years, And yet the faded luster
of hils eyes, the deep Hnes and wrinkles of
his fuce, and the corpse-like palior of his
withered skin, tell, withont further com-
ment, the story of the many sutferings and
trials of his cheqered carcer.  Alexander
HBednowskl, the Secretary of the Volish
roctety, the brave veteran referred to, nar-
rated 1o A CHRONICLE reporter o few days
ago the singularly fnteresting story of bls

“Yes,” sald the old gentleman, “Jt is
true, Iwas onee & Siberian cxile, but the
recollections of those times,” he adided,
sighing decply, “und of all the triuls
which I pagsed through are so rad thnt }
do not care for recalling them, and tiere
are £0 fow here who would feel {ntcrest in

The reporter, howerer, having reassured
him thut many would feel an intensc In-
terest in reading the curlovs incidents of
his life, the veteran reluctantly consented
t0 give rome particnlars of the terrible
sufierings be emdured while traveling to
Slberfa end the curious incldents of his

“After the disastrous termination of our
hrave but unfortunate struggle,' he begau,
I escaped into Austria, but was thence
extradited back Into Liussin, aud, after a
short term of fmprisonment, I was sent to
Moscow, sud thence drafted with a num-
ber of other palitieal esiles o Sibweria
The entire journey from our point of de-
pasture to Irkatsk, our destination, was
about 1200 versts—u verst s about a mile
znd n quarter—aud this entire distance
We were in
the cnstady of an anned gasrd, with or-
ders to shoot Jdowa sl who attenpted to
cech other In
You cun enter-
tain a faint conception of our borrible
eondition when I tell you that in thut hard
sud cruel winter, with the rond almost im-
Passable aud the siations averasing ity
versts apart, that the oflicer was actunlly
prevented from releasing und unclinining
us until we reachied the'vexs stuge.  The
chein- which bound us in compulsory
compuaiouship terminated ina bracelet or
lock: and the
key which opened all these dideous man-
acles was contuined ina seated package
handed by the Goverttor of Moscow to the
comnanding oflicer, and whicl: the latter
was sllowed on no secount to unseal untjl
The com-
mander of each fort, us we passed vlang,
then broke open the puckare, unlocked
theelasp and we were allowed 1o rest in
temporary freedoa in straw-littered sheds
i It if one of anr
uumber happened 10 drop dead on the
ropl from fatizue and privation, as the
oillver wes aot allowed to use the key, all
thut eauld be dune was to cut off tha arm
frum the fuilen corpse, leave the body on

v tt of the dead mn to
id and festering ann of his
romeanion pendant fron: his wrist to the

A8 for fowl, we were ench nllowed 10
kopecks aday by the Russian Govermment.

this would furnish when I otell you n
How-
ever, we dld not depend on that mesger
allowance for nourishment; in fnet we
only spent it for whisky, Lut our principal
soince amid all our
At penerosity
ces und hamlets
throuzh which we prs-ed, The momecot
they saw ux appronching from afar they
used to suspend their \'ariousnucu{'wlous
vading

themselves with food and Sm\'iﬂum and
run towar!ls

us und thrust these generous offerings
upon us. This was terme:dl & peace-oller-
Ing. for faustienlly religious though thete
lvmr Possants are, they are wonderiully
wspitnble, renerous and open-hsnded.
Welk 1 don't want to Macer over the un.
,-lun.».nul eplsodes of our journey, and
aekily I need not do so, for T managed by.
ringular gnod iuck fo eseape rowe of the
worst Lard:hips of our terrible journey
experieuced by many of my less Jucky

“Hew dld 1 dait? Well, vou mnst know,
in every town of any fmportabee en route,
y of
srisoners was s ill as to be ulsolutely
unatde to proceed e was allowed to stop
Well, somehow or
other, the hieud surgenn at owe of those
Lospitals took quite a fauey W me. I was
a younyg feilow, aboiut 13 years of age at
the time, and Iooked too “delieste, snp
pove, 10 btand the hardships of that in.
It nas the depth of the
Atter examining all the member,
of our gang, when hie eane to me he whis-

er anind, you
0 At reprort yourself as sick, I'tl manage
WellL T 2] so, aud 1 was ee-
d, and stopped there three monthes,
Vo and as all the in-
¢ various mala-
¢ the ents in the
wards of a 1lussian hospital are writter: {n
Latin, I wrote up above mine, by the doe-
tiny* (in-
tersittent fever), which, of course, none
!'stapts could under-
walady beloug cou-
tpious, I was removed to g separate room
and supplied with as nch wine, chicken
and rich food as I could wet away witl,”
The old gentleman then poured out v
multitndinous volume of avecdotes, bhe-
wildering his stener Ly the extranrdi-
s uary exubesanee and fertility of interest
i Rejecting many jncldents sl

)¢ ved,
the reporter selected two which scemed to

X 1 and
e The political deterns were periniited
0 protty nuch as they pleased. ‘There
we were each allowed a quarter of & ronble
a duy—a rouble is about 65 cents—for vur
itowever, we could supplement
that by encaging in any traude or rsait
for which we were adapted. Though the
loval authorities were ordered by the tCzar

one of wlhon,
havivg discovervd my knowiedae of len-
guages, futrastcd me” with the cldaention
By himn I was
introduced to the civil Governor ¢f frk-
Gk, at whise house 1 frequently spent

sinvited to meet
a number of military and civil dignitarics
st & bangquet nt the Governor's bouse.  Ar-
e, [ found among the invites
cral  Muraviefl, the Governer-
General of Sthetin, The bntter, 2 petty king
in his way, had the title of Count Amw-
wurski conferred on hintin recompense
ctlon with the
dispute beiwecnthe Crar and the Emperor
of Chivarelctive to the eession of the rich

)|
river. To mie the only guest of special {
terest, however, was  General Ignaticet,

1 i in, londed
with presents, as Special Eavoy and Em-
- bassadot Extraordinary to finelly settle

e dispute by coneluding & treaty with
the Emperor of Chlnan. Of course, you will
ieniber General Ignatietl, wno subse-
quently beenme {amous ug Minister to
eud Minister of the Imperial
Well, 1 will anticipate 1y
story a little by telllug you that he was
suceessful. Foreven then Ignaticth, though
A roulg man, bnd shown signs of remurk-
able diplomatic ability in apeciat missions
Bokhara,  Now, I musttell
You must know
that in the suburbs of Pekin there iy a
peculfar peaple, semi-Chinese, semi-Buse
sinn, who call themselves * Orthodox Chi-
vese.’ 1o the seventeenth century a num-
ter of Russians were captured by the Chi-
uere and detsined as prironers of war, and
this pecullar colouy, which, thouch' out-
wardly assimilated” to the Chinese and
cunforming to- thelr manners, customs,
language and attire, hes always adbered
and clung fastto the orthodox Greek faith,

e aflairs of Central Asfa. The
odox miscion of Peter in Fekin is

1nder its ate
ng Also controlled b
nent of State i

Ly & apeclal Depast.
n St x-emm'x?:g. This by-

brid colony s, as yon may imagine, of
incalculable benefit 1o the wily Russians,
who utilize its mewmbers as spics, and it is
chiefly by their Instruinentelify that the
Government of the Czar is enabled to ob-
tain information about the internal atfairs
of the Celestiul Empire. which it hopes
some time to absorb and include in {ts all-
eabracing arts.  Now, as the governmesnt
of this rellgious mistion is concuntrsted
in Irkntsk it was necessary for Ignutiesf to
pass through there on his way to I'ekin, in
order to fuform himzxelf of all the detalls
previousiy gathered by means of this col-
ony. You will now understend why [
*ald that it was chielly by therr ins. amen-
tality that he was enabled to couclude the
treaty,
A PIECE OF DIPLOMACY,

*ignatiel proved a jovial cowpanion
angd i entertiined us with an unceasips
flow of anewlote, dealing princiually with
the tricks, suvterfuges and expediedts he
had nsed to bring the Khivese, the
Bukharese and the States of Central Asia
under the dlplomatle subjection of Russia,
These States were on the high road to
ilindostan, and it was abeolutely neecs-
sary for Kussfan supremacy in” Asta to
enter into relations with then, For this
purpoce lenatlel was sent {nto Asfa, Iie
set out furnished with unlimited Ppowers,
treasures Bnd costly prescuts. None of
these dazzled the sordid and corrupt
Aslaties, who have almost a superstitious
harror of putting thelr siznatures to any
document. Hediscovered that tha Khun

‘of Khiva and some of his Ministers no

longer enjoyed the harein 23 well as they
did In their vounger deys, In vain had
they sought for the elixir of lfo with the
Mussulan sages.  Instead of referring to
diptowatic affairs on the daily ofticial
visits Jguatiefl chiclly conGued his con-
veraation to the civillzation of Europeand
the extraurdinary  progress made by
suience, apd especially medieal science,
By the skillful “rervices of the Russian
phisiciun airached to the Embassy, happl-
tess knel marital bliss were shed vver the
conrt and g Minlsters, nud the rest way
casy for the wily diplomat. A month later
he conchided A mo:t advantageous com-
merelnl treaty.” .
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